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the rough notes of an interview as to get the substance; if,
therefore, the morning had been given to talk, the afternoon
#as spent in writing. It soon became obvious that it was going
to be a race against time to get all the information available
before Mana returned, especially as the interviews involved a
certain amount of strain, and it was better, in the interests of
all, to diversify them with topographical and other work. In
this sense every day was prized which the yacht delayed her
return, and there was little opportunity for feeling lonely, at
any rate during working hours. The time, however, began to
grew long. January changed into February, and February
turned into March, and there was still no news of her; everyone
began to inquire if I were " not becoming very anxious," in a
manner which was truly reassuring. And now, in approved
fashion, we will turn and see what was happening to the other
part of the Expedition.
After leaving .the Raraku camp S. had ridden in to Cook's
Bay, and there had difficulties about getting on board, for the
Kanakas had made one bargain for the use of their boat, and
then wanted double; during the delay rain came on, and he
was obliged to shelter himself and his goods in the native boat-
house by the landing. He at length, however, reached the ship,
where the captain gave him his own cabin under the bridge. At
tea-time the first officer, who was of German nationality, came
out of his cabin and conversed in such a way that it was obvious
that he was not altogether sober; the captain soon came along,
rated him for drinking, told him the curse of the sea was alcohol,
and he was to go at once on deck. Upon which the mate as-
cended to the bridge, groaning deeply. Now the said captain
had, unfortunately, on board sixteen cases of whisky, which he
had brought to trade at Easter, but which Mr. Edmunds had not
allowed him to land. He himself shortly began to drink steadily*
and went on till delirium tremens supervened, and lie became
obsessed with the idea that there was an affray going on between
the sailors and stewards. By the arrangement of the vessel* the
crew were berthed for'ard and the stewards aft, while, the waist
of tie ship was filled by a stack of coal, which had been left .on
deck, to save the trouble of stowing it in the bunkers, and in .the
pious hope that no bad weather would supervene. On the top
of* this coal the captain now took his stand, declared that
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